
Florence Nightingale  
Fact File

 Quick Questions

Who Was Florence Nightingale?
Florence was born 12th May 1820. She became 
a very famous nurse who changed how hospitals 
were run forever.

What Did She Do?
A war started and Florence went to look after the 
soldiers who had been hurt. Hospitals weren’t very 
nice places in those days. They were dirty and 
filthy with poor food and not enough medicine. 
Florence wanted to make things better. She helped 
save lives by making the nurses wash their hands, 
keep the hospitals clean and serve better food. 

Did You Know? 
Florence was called ‘The Lady  
with the Lamp’. 

1.	 What was Florence Nightingale’s job? 
                                                                           

2.	 Can you find two words used to describe 
what the hospitals were like?  
                             and                               

3.	 Why do you think Florence was called 
‘The Lady with the Lamp’? 
                                                                           

4.	 Number these sentences 1-3 to show 
the order these events happened.

   Florence made the hospitals better.

    Florence went to help soldiers who had      
been hurt in the war.

   Hospitals were very dirty and Florence 
wanted to make them better.
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Who Was Florence Nightingale?
Florence was born 12th May 1820. She became 
a very famous nurse who changed how hospitals 
were run forever.

What Did She Do?
A war started and Florence went to look after the 
soldiers who had been hurt. Hospitals weren’t very 
nice places in those days. They were dirty and 
filthy with poor food and not enough medicine. 
Florence wanted to make things better. She helped 
save lives by making the nurses wash their hands, 
keep the hospitals clean and serve better food. 

Did You Know? 
Florence was called ‘The Lady  
with the Lamp’. 

1.	 What was Florence Nightingale’s job? 
A nurse

2.	 Can you find two words used to describe 
what the hospitals were like?  
dirty, filthy

3.	 Why do you think Florence was called 
‘The Lady with the Lamp’? 
Accept any inferential answer 
e.g. ‘I think Florence was called 
‘The Lady with the Lamp’ 
because she carried a lamp.’

4.	 Number these sentences 1-3 to show 
the order these events happened.

3    Florence made the hospitals better.

 1    Florence went to help soldiers who had      
been hurt in the war.

2    Hospitals were very dirty and Florence 
wanted to make them better.
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